Froma ROMAN CATHOLICK tv one of his Fricndsat 
AMSTERDAM. 


Written in French from Paris, Feb. 6. 16%? 


| Shewing how che French Rand affected upon, the Revolution of Aﬀairs in Englend, ſince 
His preſent MAJ ESTIES arriyal there. 


STR 


"_ 
VV range's being in Emgland: We were then 
afraid of every thing from a Prince, of 
whom, before we had no reaſon to be miſtruſtful; not but 
that we were really perſwaded;that he is the true Inheri- 
tor of theValour and Courage of his Illuſtrious Anceſtors, 
but_ becauſe we had flattered our ſelves, that it was im- 
poſſible for him to recancile to his Intereſts, a Republick, 
which till now, had always labour'd to depreſs his Power, 
and which:for the moſt part, never takes: Arms but to 
defend it ſelf. This Reſolution, which has been manag'd 
- with ſo much ſecreſie, has very much affrighred the 


Court; and the fole Preparations of the Z7ni/and Fleet 


were as ſo. many: Thunder-bolts falling; upon ix,.. and. 
which terrify'd itto that degree, tha po, ths mawb Yern 
don' Fravce the fault: _ ſhe colmmitted in falling 
fawl. upon the Emperour, and-harmſing one. of the mott 
lovely Territories of the Empire: For we now- plainly 
ſce, that if inſtead of going to Befiege Philipsburgh, and 
Ranſacking the Palatinate, we had (ent an Army towards 
the Lew Countries, and only. made a thew of —_— 
* Maſtricht, we had diverted the fatal Blow. For in ſhort, I 
can never imagin, that my Lords, the States'of Zolland, 
who are ſo Prudent, would. ever: have ran.the Riſco of 
having their own Countrey ravag'd by a Foreign Force, 
- to fuccour a People who were not altogether as yet op- 
reſs'd. 1 by ri T7 
, But the Genjas which governs:the Afﬀairs of France, 
quite abandon'd it at this ConjunQture: Nor do 1 know 
what the Reverend: Confeſlour had in his Thoughts, to 
give our Monarch a piece of Counſel fo oppofite to our 
own. Intereſts. -Let us ſpeak our own Sentiments, Sir, 
which.are, That this Reverend Father is not fo politick 
A perſon, as he was believ d. to be. This is not the firſt 
miſtake which he has cauſed a Prince to commit, who 
confides in his-Conduct; fo. that. they. begin! to tell us, 


Lhat his Majeſty is not at all farisfy'd in him ; bue that: 


froni hencefaxth he will rake rhe Advice of his Mini-: 
ers, -and put his Conſcience into the Hands of ſoine ho- 
neſt Capuchin, or of ſore Father. of the Oratory z; but tor 
to tell you trurh;, I believe nothing of it. The King, 
notwithſtanding all his greatneſs, is very timorous ; he 
knows that the Society is a dangerous Enemy : he has 
efore his Eyes the Example of ZHenry the Great: And to 
ſpeak all ina word, he is ſo much'a Slave to the Jeſuits, 
that Lewis the Juſt, was never ſo much in Bondage te 
Cardinal Richliex | 

_Were this Prince fo. undaunted, as the World would 
make us believe, or as his Flatterers publiſh him to be, 
he would not ſtick to hazar'd 4 Life which'he cannot ex: 
pect long to preſerve (for all the World is cotvinc'd, 


. 
* 


cere and real, as f 


rms Counſels. | . 
* But not to fearch any farther, do we not ſe in our 
own Kingdom, what is now the fate of our Great Prince,” 
for having ſuffered himſelf ro be enchanted by his Con- 
feſſours.. A while ago, Lewis XIV. made Zurope trem- 
ble; nor can we ſay, but that he reign'd as ach it Fore: 


reign Kingdomsas-inhis own. He gave Lawsto all the' 


Potentates ; he madeWar and Peace ; and he had ni more 
to do then only threaten, to make the greateſt Princes 
bend to his Will and Pleaſure. - But now, Lewis XIV.” 


trembles in his turn, he begins to ſubmit hiniſef to the 


Holy Father, he begs Peace of the Einperour,' He grants' 
all'things to Gereva ; he flatters.his moſt cruel Enemies; 
he dares not burti nor plague the Z/oZanders with his 
Bombs: he repents of his having taken part with the 
Cardinal of Fur/t:nbergh, and he reſtores the Parliaments, 
in all choſe places from whence he had expett'd them, to 
their rights; ſwears never to diſturb them again ; he 
cauſesebery day, ſeveral ſtrong Forts, and conſiderable 
ſtrong places tobe demoliſhed 5 he knows not which way 
to:turn hiny. The very Name of the Prince of Orange 
puts him into ſuch an Agony, that we are forbid under 
terrible Penalties; ſo nibch' as to mention him apon any, 
occaſion or pretence whatever. No more do we behold 

TEC. , that's. 


that gay and jocund Air in his Countenance,: his 


cloudy and melancholy looks betray a kind of Aſtoniſhs, 
ment; he ſhews himſelf bur rarely in publick ; in ſhort, 

is ſotaken up with the thoughts of thoſe faral Conſequen- 
ces which he foregts, &r which his Ghief Miniftgrs uy 
before his Eyes, that yen to Madan de Maintenay, eve- 
ry body complains that he is becomE unſociable,? And 
to tell you the truth, he has cauſe enough forit : He ſees 
ll the World in League againſt him ;hat the'D. of $- 


"voy, and the Cardinal of FX/tenbergh, wha are his only 


two Allies, are not in a condition to fuccour him ; and 
that if the Germans attack him on the ſide of the Rhine, 
and the Ergliſh land either upon the Coaſt of Britajgn or 
Normandy, he muſt retire to Yerſaifes, there to repent 
of the Croaltics which his Dragoons have committed in 
the Palatinate, and the Ads of Hoſtilities which he has 
exerciſed in Orange. 

Our new Converts, whichare always Zugonets in their 
Hearts, -begin to take breath, tho' they do not ſeem to 
ſhew it, pul lickly. Their Miniſter, F4ries, whom they 
look 'ypon 2s 2great Propher, has aſſur'd them of a De- 
liverance at this time; of which they haye very fair pror 
; iheſ2 : Ajid I cannor well tell, whether the great ones, 

\ /ho favs a Diſpenfation to read all Books, and who have 
read this Bogk of Propheſies, are not a little alarm'd to 
ſee the tream of Aﬀairs run in ſuch a manner, as that 

fame MHinifter ſeems to have foretold ; or. rather, as one 
Du Moylin foretold before him... But this I know, that it 
hast een propcunded twiceor chris, Whether it would 

of be good Policy, toreſettle thoſe miſerable Creatures, 
ſince it could never be laid to their charge, that they 
were other then Loyal Subje&ts. But, helieve me, tho' 
the King:ſhould deſcend to fuch a piece of Remiſneſs, it 
would do him bur little good. For I am perſwaded the 
fame thing would happen. io France which has fallen out 
in England: The Hugongts: will never.any more confide 
in our Promiſes. For ig ſhort, I_ muſt ſpeak it to the 

ame of our Catholick Religion,that they have toooften 
experiencd, that one of our Maxims, moſt religiouſly ob-. 
ferv'd, is, mot to keep any Faith with Hereticks. KS 

. After all, tho' the King ſhould a& with Sincerity; 
tho' he ſhould re-eſtabliſh the Edidt of Narrs ; tho' he 
ſhould reſetrle all the Miniſters, and all that vaſt num- 
ber of Zugonots, who are gone to people and enrich For- 
reign Countries, Afﬀairs wouj}d. not go much better. 


The half of the Catholicks are diſcontented: Our People 


are reduc'd to the utmoſt degree of Miſerie : The Parlia- 
ments -are only. Apparitions of what they were Origi- 
nally ;; the Princes of the Blood are nothing at all; the 
: As deſtroy themſelves in the Army ; the Cler- 

gy are blooded trom time to time: And to ſpeak things 
45 they are, weare no more then perfedt Slaves, If the 
Prince of Orazze ſhould bur appear with his Allies, at the 


Head of a hundred. thouſand Men, and put upon his. 


. Standards, FOR LIBERTT, as they fay he hasa deſign 
| todo, and publiſh his Intentions of Liberty in a Manifeſto, 
I tremble to think what would become of us. The 
 Calviniſts are now of Opinion, that we ought to tole- 
rate all Religions that make profeſſion oc Chriſtianity. 
And as weare.convinc'd, that they would let us alone 
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: with the Holy 


_ your ſelf that 1 am eatirely 


to ſay Maſs in quiet, Tam apt to believe; that it would 


go but ill with the King's Afﬀairs, and that no body 


: would be ſo furious for cutting of Throats. I fay this 


that Attachment which they have ſſÞewn to their Religi- 
on, having obliged u$gfo examin their Sentiments, we 
ſoon _perceiv'd, that theſe Opinions of theirs were ſo far 
remote from that horrid Deſcription, agd thoſe villanoys 


alſo farther, That rhe Misfortunes Gown FHugonots, and 


:PortraiQtures which our DireQors maks of them, that 


we would never fuffer what they ſuffer'd, and what they 
{tilt endure, were we conſtrain'd by a greater force ro 
betake us to their Party. Aſſure your ſelf, Sir, that 
the Prince of Oraxge's Dragoons would convert us with 
leſs trouble, then thoſe of his Mot Chriſtian Majeſty con- 
verted our Z7ugonots. I know none of the Catholicks 
that would be proof againſt the quartering of Armed 


 Souldiers, but would freely ſubſcribe rather then ſuffer 


Martyrdom. fog 

For my own particular part, the Maſs and I agree ye- 
ry welt; Ihave nothing to do bur to go hear it ypon 
Sundaysand Holydays; my Prieſt demands nathing more 
of me, I gain Paradiſe at a cheap rate. However, to 
ſpeak frankly, I would not ſuffer Martyrdom for a My- 
{tery which I do not apprehend. And I know an inf 
nite number of people that ſpeak, very near, the fame 
Language, and who pretend to have Reaſon alſo for what 
they ſay.They tell us, that if the King did exterminate the 
Hugonots and Hereſie.out of his Kingdom, he did not 
do it out of any Principle of Religion; but that Relig 
on was only a pretence to aggrandize himſelf, and to at- 
tain to the Univerſal Monarchy. And indeed, it has 
been. a great complaint for a long time at the Court of 
Fieuna, Thar the moſt Chriſtian King had made a tri 
Alliance with the Enemies of the Chriſtians; and that 
while he perſecuted the Proteſtants in his own Kingdom, 
he aſfliſted with Men and Money the Milrotennts of 
Hungary, who are all Calviniſts or Lutherays. They 
ſay moreover, That at the time when he let looſe his 
Dragoons upon the Hereticts, he quarrell'd fo cruelly 
y See, that all good Chriſtians bewayl'd 
his proceedings. - a | | 

The Prieſts of the County of Avigzon have had the 
ſame fate with thoſe in the Principality of Oravge. And 
in the midft of the Hoſtilities which he committed in 
Germany ; 'the Catholicks made loud Complaints, That 
he made no diſtintion of the One from the Other, but 
burnt. the Catholicks as well as the Proteſtants, and 
ruin'd both alike by his Contributions ; and that their 
Wives and Daughters were as much expos'd to the Vio- 
lences-of the Souldiers, as the moſt obſtinate ZZereticks. 
This .Reflexion makes them believe that the Moft Chri- 
ſtian King, and the Right Reverend Fathers of the Chair, 
believe that Calvins Religion is good enough; bur.thar 
it was no Crime at all to Sacrifice, and hazard the ruin 
of ir, to aſcend the Throne of the Ceſars. But what- 
ever comes ont, I am ready to ſwim with the Tyde, 
and to ſing Marotr's Pſalms it there be occaſion. | 

Send me the News from time to time, and aſſire 


TOURS. 


Licenſed April 26. 


25 


1689, F. Fraſer. * 
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